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jmj-rA njwt TAtj ptH-Htp
47

m sbA xmw r rx

MJN
46
the leader of the city and vizier Ptahhotep,

47
in instructing the ignorant in knowledge
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MJN
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r tp-Hbs n mdwt nfrt
49

m Axt n sDm.tj=fj

MJN
48
according to the standard of fine words,

49
useful to him who will hear
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MJN
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m wggt n ntj r tht st
51

Dd.jn=f xr sA=f

MJN
50
and harmful to him who will deviate from them.

51
Thus he said to his son:
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52

m aA-jb=k Hr rx=k

MJN
52
'Don't be arrogant because of your knowledge,
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MJN
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nDnD rk Hna xm mj rx

MJN
54
but confer with the ignorant as with the knowledgeable!

Za 



MJN
55

n jn.tw Drw Hmwt

MJN
55
The limits of craftsmanship cannot be attained,
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nn Hmww apr Axw=f

MJN
56
and no craftsman has fully acquired his mastery.
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dgj mdt nfrt r wAD

MJN
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Fine words are more hidden than malachite,
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jw gm.tw=s m-a Hmwt Hr bnwwt

MJN
59
yet are found with the maids at the millstones.

Za  
MJN
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jr gm=k DAjsw m At=f

MJN
60
If you encounter a debater in action,
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
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


MJN
61

xrp-jb m jqr r=k

MJN
61
one having authority so as to be superior to you,1

1 The exact structure and meaning of this phrase is uncertain.

Za  
 

MJN
62

xAm awj=k Xms sA=k

MJN
62
bend your arms and bow your back!
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